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In most schools today, students are held accountable to reach well-defined content standards.  Yet, as you are aware, many students fall short of meeting proficiency levels and a plethora of reasons exists as to why groups of individual students miss the mark.  It might be that poor attendance, discipline problems, or specialized learning needs interfere with students’ mastering learning objectives.  Or, the center of the problem may be nested with how instruction is structured and delivered by teachers within classes.  
Whether failures are resulting from poor student performance or the teacher’s, what is true is that teachers need practical approaches that work as they present vast amounts of concepts and a wide array of skills to diverse learners.  And, let’s remember, it’s not just presenting the information, it’s ensuring that students understand grade-level content standards and can apply their knowledge on state assessments.  With these demands, teachers need to use approaches that accelerate learning so that achievement gaps narrow, if not close.  
For sure, it’s a tall task, but the good news is that educational research has filled the “instructional toolbox” over the past 40 years with a number of evidence-based tools, which when used skillfully can build a successful instructional delivery system that enhances co-teaching, promotes student engagement, and supports technology integration.   One particular “tool” or approach—direct instruction-- is useful for chiseling an instructional period into specific blocks of time to provide structure for motivating and engaging students.  By chunking instruction into these manageable blocks, teachers can define essential lesson components and specify tasks for teaching and learning within each of them. This defined instructional framework brings greater clarity for teachers and students for what they are to do at virtually every minute of the class period; keeping high rates of instructional time and student engagement.
